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Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-10 of 36

Living things adapt to their environment so they 
can survive. An organism adapts when it develops 
a behavior that makes it more likely to survive. It can behavior that makes it more likely to survive. It can behavior
also adapt by forming a physical characteristic or body 
part that helps it survive.

In a forest biome, some trees grow taller than the 
other plants around them. This lets them reach the 
sunlight. Growing taller is an adaptation that helps 
trees survive. Shorter plants have adapted with their 
behavior. They have learned to live in the shade with 
less sunlight. 

Animals in the forest have a wide variety of 
adaptations. Monkeys have long tails. They can use 
them almost like another hand. This helps them swing 
quickly through the tops of trees. They can even 
do this while holding their babies or gathering food. 
Giraffes need to reach leaves at the tops of tall trees. 
Having a long neck is an adaptation that allows them 
to do this.

Some animals’ adaptations prevent other animals 
from wanting to eat them. A skunk’s horrible smell 
makes larger animals choose something else to eat. 
Even plants sometimes protect themselves in this 
way. Roses and acacia trees both have dangerous 
thorns. The thorns prevent animals from eating 
their leaves. 

Answer the following questions based on the reading passage. 
Don’t forget to go back to the passage  whenever necessary to 
fi nd or confi rm your answers.

 

1) What are the two main ways that an organism adapts?

 

2) What is one animal adaptation you read about in 
the passage?

 

3) Is the animal adaptation you chose a physical or 
behavioral adaptation?

 

4) What is one plant adaptation you read about in the 
passage?

 

 

5) Is the plant adaptation you chose a physical or 
behavioral adaptation? 

 

Cross-Curricular Focus: Life Science

Name:  _________________________________Adapting to Survive



History 2-3 Week 4 Activity Sheets 
 

Compare and Contrast You, Your Parents, and Your Grandparents 
Copy the chart onto your own piece of paper.  Then you will fill in the chart to show what BIG things happened 
to you, your parents, and your grandparents during a certain year. 

1. Start by filling in your age during each year.  Then try to remember one thing that happened that year 
that YOU remember.  If you weren’t born yet or don’t remember, write that in the space provided.  

2. Next, talk to one of your parents.  Ask them their age during year year and write that in the space 
provided.  Then, ask them what one thing THEY remember happened during the year and write that in 
the space provided.  

3. Do the same thing for your one of your grandparents. 
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Timeline of My Life 
● Create a timeline of your life.  Take a piece of paper and draw a straight, horizontal line on it.  
● Put 2020 on the right end of the line and put the year you were born on the left side of the line. 
● Write each year you have been alive in between the two dates, in sequential order. 
● Choose SIX BIG life events that have happened to you. 
● Draw a picture and write a caption for each one of those events.  Be sure to draw the picture/write the 

caption next to the appropriate year.

 
Family Tree Activity 

 
● Use your own paper to draw the below family tree (picture on the left).  Then write in the names of you, 

your siblings (next to your name), your parents, your grandparents, and your great-grandparents  
● Next, write 2 paragraphs about your family.  One paragraph should be about the things you all have in 

common.  The other paragraph should be about the differences between your family members. 

                                      
  

My Geography Activity 
● Geography is a science that deals with the EARTH’S SURFACE.  Geographers are people who study 

Earth’s physical features such as mountains, deserts, rivers, oceans, and lakes. 
● Draw a picture of the geography of where YOU live.  Be sure to include what the EARTH looks like, not 

human-made buildings or roads.  See above, right, picture as an example. 
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World Geography Activity 
● Find the BLANK “World Map” document in this packet.  Use the below picture to LABEL the five oceans 

and the 7 continents of the world. 
● Then, use seven different colors to color the seven continents.

 



Map of the World Showing Major Countries  

  

  

  

  

Map By:  WaterproofPaper.com                                                                                          More Free Printables:   Calendars   Maps   Graph Paper   Targets  

  


